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OVERVIEW  

WebSlices allow users to subscribe to portions of a Web page. 

Users commonly visit many Web sites several times a day to see if there are new updates. RSS feeds 

make this experience easier: Users can subscribe to updates and view summaries of them without 

having to navigate to each site individually. Windows Internet Explorer 8 Beta 1 for Developers supports 

subscribing to feeds today and adds support for WebSlices. 

WebSlices are a new feature for Web sites to connect with users by allowing users to subscribe to 

content directly within a Web page. WebSlices behave just as feeds do, where clients can subscribe to 

get updates and notification of changes. 

 

A WebSlice is a portion within a Web page that is treated as an item that can be subscribed to, just as a 

feed can. To enable WebSlices on your Web site, annotate your Web page with class names for the title, 

description, and other properties that can be subscribed to. 

Internet Explorer 8 Beta 1 for Developers users can discover WebSlices within a Web page and add them 

to the Favorites Bar, a dedicated row below the Address Bar for easy access to links. Internet Explorer 8 

Beta 1 for Developers subscribes to the Web page, detects changes in the WebSlice, and notifies users 

of updates. Users can preview these updates directly from the Favorites Bar and click through to the 

Web site for more information. 

 

  



FEATURE DETAILS  

This document covers the details of the WebSlice feature. 

1. User Interface 

2. WebSlice Authoring 

3. Discovery of WebSlices 

4. Client Processing of WebSlices 

 

1. User Interface 

There are four aspects to the user experience of WebSlices. Please note that the following visuals are 

not final. 

- Discovery  

- Subscribe  

- Notify 

- Preview 

Discovery: Users can discover that a Web page has WebSlices, just as the page could have feeds. The 

discovery button lights up if there are WebSlices or feeds found on a current Web page. 

 

Users can also discover WebSlices directly within a Web page: When a mouse pointer hovers over a 

WebSlice region, an in-page button appears at the top left corner. 



 

Subscribe: Users can add WebSlices to the Favorites Bar in order to get updates, by clicking on the 

Discovery button. 

Notify: Users can see when there are updates to the WebSlices. WebSlices that have updates are bold 

on the Favorites Bar. 

 

Preview: Users can preview updates to WebSlices. Clicking a WebSlice on the Favorites Bar displays a 

details view of that WebSlice. Users can navigate to the Web site that hosts the WebSlice by clicking on 

the open button. 

 

HTML displayed in the details view comes from the description property of a WebSlice. The preview 

window has limited ability; for example, the window allows no scripting or form controls. Also, links 

within the view navigate using the current tab. 

You can use WebSlices to keep users connected to your Web site. With WebSlices, users get updates, 

and have an easy link back to your Web site. WebSlices can be used for weather, horoscopes, and 

"what's new" information, as well as time-dependent content such as auction items and flight arrivals. 

The next section covers how to enable your site with WebSlices.  


